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                   Lesson 6 

The Wizard of Oz is a musical fantasy film from 1939, where the central character, an orphaned girl named 
Dorothy, is seemingly swept up by a tornado while in her home in Kansas, and carried her off to a mystical 
land named Oz. The story follows Dorothy and her little dog on their manifold adventure to return home. 
The most oft quoted line from this movie is, “There’s no place like home.”

In only thirty-one verses of this chapter, we will see that indeed, there was no place like home for 
Jesus, His disciples and John the Baptist. For Jesus, it was a place where His words were rejected, hated, 
and stirred rage to the point where people tried to kill Him. For John the Baptist, another heaven-sent 
messenger, his words were rejected and hated, to the point of imprisonment, as well as death by beheading. 
Home; the place where truth was attacked, the miraculous disavowed, and the divine disbelieved. For Jesus, 
we can see a fulfillment of the old adage that “familiarity breeds contempt.”

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ and have experienced His forgiveness, grace and mercy, I am sure that 
you desire the same salvation to come to your family, friends and loved ones. Patrick Henry, one of our 
nation’s founding fathers, spent his entire life doing what he could to leave his family wealthy after he 
passed away. He said “This is all the inheritance I give to my dear family. The religion of Christ will give 
them one which will make them rich indeed.” But “home” can be the most difficult place for us to share our 
faith and the truth of the scriptures (John 15:20). 

And as we will see, if Jesus was attacked, Christ in you might be challenged as well. It is so important for us 
to know what we believe and why we believe it. But even more so, we must grow in our relationship with 
the Lord steadily, so we know WHO we believe in. Belief in Jesus and His Word are as keys that swing wide 
open the infinite door of all possibilities. Hear the exhortation given to us from Hebrews 10:23, “Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.” 

Read Mark 6:1-6

Further details of what happened in the synagogue are recorded for us in Luke 4:16-30. On the Sabbath, 
seven men were normally chosen to read and expound the scriptures for those in attendance in the 
synagogue. So when Jesus is handed the scrolls, He purposefully reads the prophecy about His identity and 
mission from Isaiah 61:1-2. 

1. What was the first response of every person regarding the words that Jesus spoke from Luke 4:22?
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 a. Fill in the blanks from Mark 6:2 regarding further reflections the hearers made regarding Jesus’
                teaching.

“And what __________________ is this which is given to Him, that such 

________________      _____________ are performed by His hands!”
 

             b. Initially, the people marvel as they experience the effects of spoken grace and divine wisdom.       
                They ascribe to Jesus miraculous works done through carpenter hands. As this door of opportunity
                opens, Jesus proceeds past their surface reflections and speaks truth to reveal the underlying 
                condition of their hearts (Luke 4:23-27). Summarize what follows from verses 28-30.

   c. Have you ever been told the truth about who you are or how you act and gotten angry? Hearing   
                  that we have faults or having our beliefs about God challenged can tempt us to respond in the flesh
                 and be defensive. What does Proverbs 15:18 say?

              d. What two blessings come to one who is slow to get angry from Proverbs 14:29 and 16:32?

             e. Proverbs 13:10 NIV reads, “Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who   
                take advice.” Have you ever thought about the fact that within every argument or conflict, there is 
                at least one person who is filled with pride? What does James 4:6 say?
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 f. In lieu of this, take a moment to write down anything you may possibly need to repent of before      
               the Lord and make right with another person. Then in loving obedience, take whatever steps you 
               can with the other person to make things right. What does Romans 12:18 say?

“Understand [this], my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear 
[a ready listener], slow to speak, slow to take offense and to get angry. 

For man’s anger does not promote the righteousness God [wishes and requires].”
James 1:19-20 Amp

2.  Another observation of what happened in these first six verses of Mark 6, reveals the possibility that a 
     person can be moved spiritually by hearing the Lord one minute, yet judge outwardly and disregard the 
     Spirit the next. Because the people knew Jesus’ natural family, they disbelieved the supernatural 
     revelation He was sharing with them.

      a. A prophet, defined by the dictionary, is “A person who speaks by divine inspiration or as the 
     interpreter through whom the will of God is expressed.” What did Jesus say about any person who  
             speaks the Word of God to others in Mark 6:4? 

             b. As a result of the people’s response, what does Matthew 13:58 say?
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     c. Compare that verse with Mark 6:5. These verses do not contradict each other, but rather enhance.    
            Prayerfully reflect on this with the Lord and write out what it means to you personally.

“Christ never failed to distinguish between doubt and unbelief. 
Doubt is can’t believe. Unbelief is won’t believe. 

Doubt is honesty. Unbelief is obstinacy. 
Doubt is looking for light. Unbelief is content with darkness.” 

~ Henry Drummond 

3.  In our last chapter, there were people that disbelieved what Jesus had to say about their circumstances  
     (Mark 5). 

 a. What did He do to those who did not believe Him from verse 40?

 b.  Regardless of what the people saw and their final judgment of “death” in the situation, Jesus re-      
                 defined the circumstance as “lifeless,” but not final. When the people chose not to believe Him   
                 and mock His words, Jesus removed them from the scene.  We have nothing indicating He          
                 reproved them for their unbelief or corrected their wrong response. But those people DID miss  
                 out on witnessing God bring glory through His miraculous intervention. Is there any place in your 
                 own life that seems “dead” or lifeless to you, yet the Lord has sent you His promises that you’ve 
                 wrestled to believe? Reflect on Hebrews 4:2 and write a brief prayer to the Lord concerning these 
                 things below.

   

     
  

      “Beware in your prayers, above everything else, 
of limiting God, not only by unbelief, 

but by fancying that you know what He can do.”
 ~ Andrew Murray
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Read Mark 6:7-13, 30-32

4.  Now we come to the place where Jesus gives His own disciples spiritual authority and power, with a 
     valuable opportunity to experience both acceptance and rejection of the ministry.
  
      a. He didn’t send them out alone (vs.7). Jesus said that they were being sent out as sheep among  
            wolves (Matthew 10:16). Being a Good Shepherd and looking out for them, what does 
            Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, 12 say about the benefit of ministering with another?

       b. In Mark 6: 8-9, what two things were they to take with them? 

            Optional question: Moses led God’s people out of Egypt and his staff was called the “rod of God.”   
            Throughout the Old Testament, it was a symbol of power and support. What did the Lord also do for  
            forty years for the people as they traveled hard terrain according to Deuteronomy 8:4?

            c. Why do you think Jesus specifically told them what NOT to take? Use scripture, if possible, to    
                defend your answer.

“When you obediently care for God’s people,
God takes care of you.”
 ~ Rosemary Gallatin
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5.  Time now passes and the disciples return from their short-term missions trip. Re-read Mark  
     6:30-32.

      a. Can you picture the disciples return to Jesus? Like children running to a parent rehearsing the joy 
             of their adventure, they recount all of the ministry opportunities they were enabled to be a part of. 
             Yet, in spite of their rich experience and training for ministry, Jesus sees two greater needs. Can    
            you see and write them down from verses 31 and 32?

           b. Hopefully, you were able to see that Jesus knew His disciples needed both to eat and to rest. We 
               can get so busy “feeding others” or tending to their needs, that we neglect eating the spiritual food
               we require. What was Job’s perspective of God’s Word from Job 23:12?

      c. Jesus, making a spiritual application, said what about Himself, His Word and fellowship with Him
                from John 6:51, 57?

6.  In 1 Kings 18, Elijah had just gone through a very stressful, intense confrontation with 450 false            
     prophets on top of Mount Carmel. God used him powerfully and he spoke with divine authority as the 
     Lord proved that He was God over all creation. But soon after this great victory, God’s prophet lay      
     exhausted, fearful, discouraged and physically weak. Read 1 Kings 19:4-8 and rehearse what happened 
     in your own words. 
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      a. Hebrews 1:14 says that angels are sent to minister and serve the saints. One is dispatched from  
                  heaven for Elijah as he rested, ate and drank to recuperate. What “came to” Elijah after he re-
                     gained his spiritual and physical strength (1 Kings 19:9)?
   

      b. After Jesus had fasted forty days in the wilderness, battled Satan’s lies and temptations with the  
                    scriptures, an angel was sent to help minister to Him in His human weakness. Look up these    
                    scriptures that God has written to those of us who are spiritually weak and hungry. Choose 
                    which one speaks to you most today and write it here. Ezekiel 34:15, Psalm 23:2, Matthew    
                    11:28, John 6:27a and Song of Songs 1:7.

“Jesus said His food was to do the will of His Father,
that He is the Bread from heaven, and that waiting upon Him brings 

strength and power. I don’t need further encouragement 
to find time to be alone with Him.” 

~ Anonymous

Read Mark 6:14-29

7.  As Jesus spoke words of grace and truth, people’s response varied depending upon the condition of their    
     heart. When the Great Physician diagnosed their sin-filled pride, rather than repent, they attempted to  kill  
     the Messenger. John the Baptist was another prophet of truth who had no respect of persons. By his   
     openly identifying the sin of King Herod, he earned the reward of wrongful imprisonment and death.  
     
                a. Read Mark 6:18-20. The bitter woman in this adulterous relationship, Herodias, was the one who 
                    wanted John killed rather than mere imprisonment. What did King Herod believe in his heart that              
                   prevented this for a time?

               b. Rather than repent of his sin inwardly and take actions to make things right outwardly, Herod     
        merely enjoyed listening to John speak about truth. Many go to church, listen to Bible studies,         
                   have conversations with godly friends “gladly”, yet still make no changes to their ungodly 
                   behavior and thought life. What does the Lord say about this from Titus 1:16? (Use a second 
                   translation for further emphasis).   
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          Also, put Ezekiel 33:31 in your own words.

          c. James 2 is a wonderful instructor about two characteristics of a Christian’s life that must be life   
              partners. Read verses 17-20 and describe how King Herod would have responded if he applied    
              these verses to his life.

          d. What was Samuel’s powerful exhortation from 1 Samuel 15:22?

         e. In our day, we are warned from 2 Timothy 3:5,7 that there will be men and women who have a 
  godliness about them, but they do not walk in the power of holiness, nor show evidence of the fruit  
  of the Holy Spirit’s love. But instead, they are led by the lust of their flesh. They continually learn,    
  even of godly things, yet they never embrace the truth that comes from fellowship with Jesus. Think  
  about this before the Lord. What do you think will prevent YOU from falling into this category of  
  people that fill church pews?

            

“God has promised forgiveness to your repentance, 
but He has not promised tomorrow to your procrastination.”

 ~ Augustine
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8.  A wonderful blessing is the feeling of conviction of sin by the Holy Spirit. The Lord was giving Herod  
     an ear full of truth and time to repent. Herod believed Jesus was John risen from the dead because of a  
     conscience that felt guilty over what he had done (vs. 14, 16).  He knew John was holy and just, but         
     Satan used Herod’s resistance to repent to set the stage for greater sin. In your own words, recount what  
     the Bible says concerning others who had a guilty conscience.

 1 Samuel 24:5 - 

 2 Samuel 24:10 - 

 Genesis 42:21 - 

 John 8:9 - 

9.  When the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin, we have a choice to make. What does Psalm 66:18 say?

      a. The word “regard” in the King James version is interpreted as “cherish or esteeming” in other Bible    
          versions. When Moses had a choice to make, what does it say of him in Hebrews 11:25-26?

      b. In Revelation 2:1-5, Jesus is speaking to those in the church of Ephesus. There were many good things  
          He had to say about the people, their works, their character and the intolerance they had with people  
           who were evil. Yet their hearts had grown cold (in general) and they no longer loved the Lord supremely.     
         What does Jesus say to do in Revelation 2:5?
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 c. Jesus says, in the area of love, that actions speak louder than words. Write out His words to you  
               from John 14:15.

           d. The word “repent” is purposefully mentioned twice in Revelation 2:5 and it is a command by God       
               to remedy the condition of their heart.  Merriam-Webster’s dictionary defines “repent” as a verb  
    that means “To turn from sin and dedicate oneself to the amendment of one’s life. To change one’s  
    mind.” The Latin derivation means “to alter one’s direction or thoughts.” 

               Write out a response to the Lord regarding ANYTHING in your heart or life that needs to be   
               repented of.

“Repentance is not just a one time experience. 
It is as much of a mark of a Christian, as faith is. 

A very little sin, as the world calls it, is a very great sin to a true Christian.”
 ~ Spurgeon
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10.  Mark’s gospel does not include a significant event that happened in John the Baptist’s life. 1 Peter 1:7      
       says that the testing of our faith is more precious than gold, so let’s take a glimpse at a fiery trial that  
       came to John’s life.

        a. John 11:6 gives us a hidden treasure in observing Jesus’ response when the news of His friend     
            Lazarus’ illness comes to Him. “So, when He (Jesus) heard that he was sick, He stayed two more 
            days in the place where He was.” Note and write below a similar verse Matthew 4:12.

        b. In Luke 7, Jesus’ fame is spreading rapidly and news of this gets to John while he’s in prison. What  
 does Jesus say about who John is? Summarize Luke 7:26-28.

         c. God chose John, out of billions of people for thousands of years, to be the person to prepare the way  
  for Jesus’ arrival. He was proclaiming truth, preparing hearts, and pointing to salvation in a way   
  greater than all other prophets, according to Jesus. What did Isaiah prophesy about part of Jesus’  
`  mission in Isaiah 61:1?

          d. In light of these things, put yourself in John’s position and explain why he possibly sent his 
              disciples to Jesus in Luke 7:19-20.
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        e. Have you ever gone through a time in your life (as a Christian), where your understanding of Who  
            Jesus is made you question your faith in light of what you were walking through? Explain.

11.  Doubt is not always a bad thing. When John questioned Jesus, the Lord did not condemn him, rebuke  
       him for his lack of faith or not respond.
       
       a. How did Jesus respond to John’s sincere doubts? (Verses 21-23)

       b. Note Jesus’ words, “Blessed is he who is not offended because of me.” “Offended” in the Greek   
           means “to stumble; cease believing, led astray.” As we began our lesson with the importance, the     
           power, and the necessity of belief, so we see John’s beliefs shaken by Jesus’ response to his 
           circumstances. Is there anything happening in your life right now that you have expectations the Lord 
           should change, or intervene, or rescue you from? Maybe not you, but someone you love? Bring this  
           trial of your faith before the Lord in a brief prayer below.
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           c.  Optional: It would be good for you to reflect on the story of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus from John  
     11. Note that Jesus’ deliberate actions were all done in perfect love for all those involved.  But   
     whether it was Lazarus, John the Baptist, or you today, every trial is for what reason according to  
     John 11:4?

“You will have no test of faith that will not fit you to be a blessing if you are obedient to 
the Lord. I never had a trial but when I got out of the deep river, I found some poor 

pilgrim on the bank that I was able to help by that very experience.” 
~ A.B. Simpson



 
                 1

Heart of a Servant
The Gospel of Mark

                  
                        

Bible Study
2014-2015

© 2014-2015 Calvary Chapel of the Finger Lakes - 1777 Route 332, Farmington, NY 14425
AA

                 Lesson 6  Part 2

There was an interesting behavioral study conducted by a Chicago area university and published in the 
1990s entitled “Learned Helplessness in Preschool Children.”  The children were divided equally by gender 
and given three puzzles to solve with rewards promised to them upon their successful completion. The 
problem that was posed to each of them, without their knowledge, was that the puzzles were impossible to 
solve. By the time the boys came to the third puzzle, the vast majority reacted physically by throwing the 
pieces, hitting the table, and so on. The girls’ responses were mainly emotional. They would cry or sit sadly 
staring at the pieces. 

But when a very easy, solvable fourth puzzle was placed before them, not one of them attempted to put it 
together. Despite what they saw with their eyes, (that it could easily be solved), their repeated experience of 
failure had made its mark and convinced them of their helplessness.

As we continue in chapter six of Mark, it seems that the disciples’ belief system is still bound by their        
experience and limitations in life. They have seen the sick healed, the dead raised to life, a hurricane stilled, 
and yet when faced with a puzzle to solve, they do not factor in that Jesus’ power has no bounds or 
limitations.

Psalm 97:5 says, “The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord.” Though there is no place in 
heaven or on earth that our God does not inhabit, this verse reminds us that His Presence in our trial can 
dissolve any insurmountable obstacle. There is nothing impossible with God! And His desire is to break our 
beliefs that we remain helpless even though the Lord is with us. If God be for us, who can be against us? 
(Romans 8:31) 
So let’s respond to the invitation in Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great 
and mighty things, which you do not know.”

Read Mark 6:31-34

1.  As we begin our lesson, we remember that the disciples have returned to Jesus after being sent out to   
     minister to people, having Jesus’ authority over Satan, power to perform miracles, and sharing the 
     message of the gospel of grace. 

     a.  Whether individually or as a “multitude,” what do you see about Jesus’ heart when you put together  
          verse 31 and verse 34?
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 b.  Another observation may be made from these two verses. In order to have our deepest needs met,  
     individually or as a group, a church, or a nation, we must go to Jesus. Read verse 33 again. A 
                multitude of people made pursuing Jesus their most important priority. Wherever they needed to  
                go and however their means of transportation, they persevered. 

	 				Take	a	moment	before	the	Lord,	reflect	back	over	your	walk	with	Him,	and	see	if	today	you	can	say		
                your heart is still in PURSUIT of Jesus; that you pursue whatever means you can to stay in 
                fellowship with Him, to stay in fellowship with His disciples (the church), and to hear His Word. 
 
	 					Briefly	write	out	a	prayer	to	the	Lord	and	remember	His	grace	and	compassion	that	embraces			
      your honesty and transparency.

“The Lord is my shepherd,” is on Sunday, is on Monday, 
and is through every day of the week; 

is in January, is in December, and every month of the year; 
is at home, and is in China; 

is in peace, and, is in war; in abundance, and in poverty.” 
~ Hudson Taylor

Read Mark 6:35-44

2.		Most	likely,	this	is	a	very	familiar	story	to	many	of	you,	but	the	applications	that	our	Infinite	God	can		
					make	to	us	are	limitless.	Notice	first,	that	the	disciples	needed	rest	and	food,	yet	multitudes	of	spiritually	
     hungry people interrupted their time. 

         a.  Describe practically what you physically feel like (and emotionally act like) when you are very hungry   
            or very tired or both at the same time. 
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      b.   The entire day passes and Jesus has spent all of the hours giving out spiritual food for hungry   
	 souls.	But	reflecting	on	how	the	disciples	most	likely	felt	by	now,	what	did	they	want	Jesus	to	do	to		
	 those	who	interfered	with	their	ability	to	rest	and	eat?	Write	down	the	first	THREE	words	in	verse		
 36.

     c.  Have you ever experienced this? A desire for the Lord to send away spiritually hungry people in your  
          life, in your family, your job, school, or in your home, even though Jesus is obviously speaking to   
										them?	Briefly	recount	your	experience.

3.  So picture the scene in your mind’s eye. The men have been on an extensive missions trip, constantly  
     ministering to people and being “poured out,” then come back home hungry, exhausted, and only 
     moments away from being alone with the Lord to get refreshed themselves. But the scene changes, and  
     that which depleted them (ministering to people), now multiplies by the thousands.

     a.  “You give them something to eat,” Jesus tells the disciples while they are in a deserted area. If you’d     
 never read or heard this before, what kind of command is this from Jesus? Reasonable? Possible?  
 Logical? Use your own words.

     b.  Just as our introduction summarized, the Lord sees no limitations, obstacles, or impossibilities. Only    
          man does. How does Jesus reinforce to the disciples how much they lack in their ability to meet the  
          needs of others? (Read verses 37-38)
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      c. Whether physically, spiritually, monetarily, emotionally, or however we may feel we lack, the Lord    
										wants	us	to	acknowledge	and	embrace	our	insufficiency	and	weakness	in	life.	Why	is	this	according		
          to these verses?

          1)  1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (only write vs 29)

          2)  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

          3)  2 Corinthians 3:5

          4)  2 Corinthians 13:4

“If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness.” 
2 Corinthians 11:30

4.		Look	up	the	word	“insufficient”	in	the	dictionary	and	write	out	its	definition	here.
 
					INSUFFICIENT	-	

					a.		Write	down	with	ONE	WORD,	all	of	the	areas	in	your	life	where	you	feel	or	are	experiencing	great				
										inadequacy	or	insufficiency.

     b.  If the gospels were made into a photo album, one picture we would often see of Jesus, is His looking  
          up to His Father in heaven. Describe what Jesus does with a very inadequate supply of food to meet 
          the needs of the people from Mark 6:41. Notice closely every verb (or action word) in this verse.
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      c.   Now take one or many of your words from your answer to “a.” and lift these needs up to the Father.    
 Make “eye contact” with Him and write out a response in prayer here.

“Unless believers appreciate their own weakness, that is, 
know how incompetent they are in themselves to encounter the supernatural, 

they shall be deceived.” 
~ Watchman Nee

5.		God	refers	to	Himself	in	Genesis	17:1	as	“El	Shaddai.”	Most	Bible	translations	render	this	name	to	mean				
     “God Almighty,” yet the Hebrew root “Shad” means “breast” (indicating nourishment) and occurs 48    
					times	in	the	Jewish	Tanakh.	In	many	places,	a	better	translation	for	El	Shaddai	is	“All	Sufficient	One”;	
					the	God	Who	needs	nothing	and	is	able	to	be	“all-sufficient”	for	the	one	in	need.

     a.  Write out the meaning or names of God from these verses:

 1)   Jehovah-Jireh - Genesis 22:14

	 2)		Jehovah-Rapha	-	Exodus	15:26	

 3)  Jehovah-Shalom - Judges 6:24

 4)  Jehovah-Rohi - Psalm 23:1

	 5)		El-Roi	-	Genesis	16:13

 6)  OPTIONAL: Use the internet or a reference book of your own, and write down one of the names  
      of God that is special to you and why.
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     b.  Write out what Psalm 20:7 says, then explain how you will practically apply this verse to the   
          words you wrote in 4a and lifted up in prayer in 4c.

“Persistent calling upon the name of the Lord 
breaks through every stronghold of the devil, 

for nothing is impossible with God.” 
~ Jim Cymbala

Read Mark 6:45 − 52

6.  Have you ever been reading a book and couldn’t handle not knowing what was going to happen next,  
     so you looked to the end to ease your curiosity? As we look at the next trial the disciples encounter, let us  
					consider	one	significant	warning	that	is	given	to	us	at	the	end	of	the	story.
 
     a.  Recall from Mark 6:42-43, that 5,000 men, plus women and children were not only fed, but there   
         were leftovers. How much extra was gathered?

     b.  Read Mark 6:52 and write it out thoughtfully here.

7.  Immediately after the Lord did this miracle, He placed His disciples and their full bellies into a boat and           
     sent directions to row over to the other side of the lake.

				a.		WHERE	were	they	and	what	TIME	of	the	day	was	it	for	the	disciples	in	verses	47	and	48?	(Fourth			
         watch is from 3-6:00 am.) Describe not only what this time of day is like, but speculate about how the     
         disciples may have felt after all that had happened during their long day! (Remember what Jesus 
         observed the morning before in verse 31).
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      b.  Can you recall a time in your life when your days seemed dark and you were spiritually, physically    
           or emotionally exhausted? Or a time where the winds of life seemed to be blowing hard against you  
											and	making	“progress”	or	going	forward	seemed	nearly	impossible?	Explain	the	circumstances.	

8.  There is nothing that hinders God’s vision of us, but our vision of Him can be affected by our inward and  
     outward circumstances. In verse 49, it says “when they saw Him,” they cried out in absolute fear. It made
					no	sense	that	a	human	figure	should	appear	walking	on	a	tempestuous	lake	in	the	middle	of	the	night.	In																		
     other words, the Lord sees when we are struggling and will come to us, though not always in a way that      
     makes sense. In darkness and adversity, not one disciple recognized Jesus. 

     a.  When they cried out, what did Jesus immediately do from verse 50?

     b.  Read John 20:13-16. Mary Magdalene did not recognize Jesus either. Describe her emotional, spiritual   
          and physical state. 

          What did Jesus do so that she would recognize Him?

     c.  Write out the promise Jesus has given us for our own trials from John 14:18.

     d.  Jesus reminded His disciples (and us) that in the world, the winds of adversity will continually blow,     
          but there is a place of peace and victory despite it. Write out John 16:33 in your own words.
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							e.		How	does	Mark	6:51	confirm	the	truth	of	His	words	in	John?	

“He alone spreads out the heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea.” 
Job 9:8

Read Mark 6:53-56

9.  It is a very real possibility that the disciples and Jesus had a sleepless night after an incredibly busy day       
     of ministry. As you read these four verses, picture in your mind’s eye what they encountered as soon as 
     their boat came ashore.

     a.  Prayerfully ask the Lord to give you insight about His character, as well as your own. If you were one    
          of the disciples, what do you think you might be thinking, feeling, or desiring when you stepped out  
          of that boat and into a revolving stream of hurting, sick and needy people?

     b.  There is pain and sickness that can come from the hand of God to chasten us and work divine pur-  
          poses into our character and soul. Yet, there is pain and suffering that comes from the enemy, which  
										is	right	to	resist	and	fight	against	in	the	spirit.	Is	there	a	promise	in	the	scriptures	that	has	strengthened		
          you greatly when you have been sick or in physical pain? Write the verse below. If in a group setting,  
          comfort others with the comfort you have received in the Word.
      
         

“I venture to say that the greatest earthly blessing that 
God can give to any of us is health, with the exception of sickness. 

Sickness has frequently been of more use to the saints of God than health has.”
~ Charles Spurgeon
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10.		One	unofficial	law	of	life	that	you	may	have	discovered	is	that	if	one	child	in	the	nursery	is	sick	with						
       a coughing, sneezy cold, half the room will be sick by the end of the week. It does not matter that there  
       are ten perfectly healthy children in the room, their health is not contagious to make the sick one well. 

       a.  Yet, whether it was the highly contagious leper or the infectiously diseased invalid, Jesus continued  
 to touch and heal people. Write out the very last sentence of Mark 6:56 here. 

							b.		In	Exodus,	God	gives	Moses	instructions	regarding	the	tabernacle.	In	chapter	30,	we	read	the	specif-		
	 ics	regarding	such	items	as	the	altar	of	incense,	the	bronze	laver,	anointing	oil,	and	so	forth.	In	Exo-				
	 dus	30:29,	the	King	James	and	ESV	renders	best,	“You shall consecrate them (the items in the taber- 
 nacle), that they may be most holy. Whatever touches them will become holy.” The unholy becomes  
 holy. The dirty becomes clean. Use a concordance or the internet and look up John 1:14. Write out  
	 the	very	first	portion	of	this	verse	below,	then	write	out	the	literal	Greek	meaning	of	the	word	“dwelt.”

“And the _______________ became ____________________ and 

_______________________ among us…” John 1:14a 

	 Greek	definition	for	“dwelt”	-	

						c.			We	live	in	a	dirty	world,	filled	with	unholy	things,	among	unregenerate	people	practicing	sin.	And		
	 though	we	may	have	the	Holy	Spirit	living	within	us,	we	still	battle	this	flesh	until	we	go	to	heaven.		
	 Based	on	Exodus	30:29	and	Mark	6:56,	how	can	you	practically	apply	this	powerful	truth	about								
            Jesus to your own life?

“Nowhere can we get to know the holiness of God, 
and come under His influence and power, except in the inner chamber. 
It has been well said: “No man can expect to make progress in holiness 

who is not often and long alone with God.” 
~ Andrew Murray
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11.  Without a converted heart and the Holy Spirit, even miracles will not affect the soul (Mark 6:52). Yet,   
							there	are	wonderful	promises	for	us	in	Ezekiel	36:26-28!	Look	at	all	that	the	Lord	does	FOR	us.	Write		
							out	verse	33	of	Ezekiel	36	and	then	a	short	prayer	of	thanksgiving	as	He	has	enabled	us	to	live	holy	in		
       our land. 

“Resolved, never to do anything which I would be afraid to do 
if it were the last hour of my life.”

 ~ Jonathan Edwards

12.  In review, remember that the disciples were those closest to Jesus. They watched Him, heard from Him,  
       learned from Him as no one else did. They were the ones sent on a missions trip and given authority  
       and power straight from the Lord. In other words, these were God’s chosen men for the ministry, yet,  
       depending upon their circumstances, they would limit God, or not recognize Him, or be bound in their  
       thinking and actions because of the sense of their own limitations. 

       a.  In Mark 6:54, “…immediately the people recognized Him” and they ran to the Lord with their   
	 needs.	Unlike	the	disciples,	they	chased	after	Him	and	laid	their	insufficiencies	at	His	feet,	begged		
 Him for His touch (verse 56), and saw in Him the answer to all they lacked. How does this end   
 scene impact you today?
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